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rion someone happened to look up and perceived Melbourne
fast asleep.10
There is another well-known story about Melbourne's con-
duct as Prime Minister. In 1841 the Cabinet had been consid-
ering the question of the duty on corn. As his colleagues were
leaving the room, Melbourne is said to have remarked: "By
the bye, there is one thing we haven't agreed upon, which is,
what we are to say. Is it to make our corn dearer or cheaper,
or to make the price steady? I don't care which: but we had
better all be in the same story." u
10 Greville, Charles Cavendish Fulke, The Greville Memoirs, second
part, edited by Henry Reeve,  Longmans (London), 1885, Vol. I, pp. 320-
321.   See also The Greville Diary  edited by Philip   Whitwell  Wilson,
Copyright by Doubleday, 1927, Vol. II, p, 573: "He [Melbourne] is al-
ways asleep, both in the Cabinet and in the House of Commons, where he
endeavors to conceal it by wearing his hat over his eyes. Clarendon made
me laugh heartily the other day at his account of the Cabinet, where one
half of them seems to be almost always asleep, the first to be off being
Lansdowne, closely followed by Palmerston and Charles Wood. I remem-
ber his giving me a very droll account of Melbourne's Cabinet and of the
drowsiness which used to reign there. . . ."
11 Walpole, Spencer,  The Life of Lord John Russell, Longmans,
Vol. I, 1889, p. 369. Walpole says he found this "very characteristic anec-